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Balsa is a tree whose wood is so porous and
light that a cubic foot of it weighs only
about seven pounds, compared with more
ordinary woods weighing from 30 to 80
pounds in like dimensions. Its cellular con-
struction is so open and the cell walls are so
thin that about three-fourths of its volume is
air. The tree grows rapidly and decays
quickly, and is found only in hot, humid coun-
tries. When waterproofed, it makes excellent
life preservers, and it is a good insulating
material.
BALSAM, bawl'sam, an aromatic, resin-
ous substance flowing from certain plants.
A great variety of substances pass under this
name. In chemistry the term is confined to
such vegetable juices as consist of resins
mixed with volatile oils. The balsams are
soluble in alcohol and ether and are capable
of yielding benzoic acid. They are either
liquid or more or less solid ; as, for example,
the balm of Gilead and the balsams of
Copaiva, Peru and Tolu. Benzoin, dragon's-
blood and storax are not true balsams, though
sometimes called so. The balsams are used
in perfumery, medicine and the arts. See
balm of g-ilead.
BALTIC SEA, an inland sea or large gulf
in Northern Europe, washing the coasts of
Denmark, Germany, Russia and Sweden. A
chain of islands separates the southern por-
tion from the northern, which is called the
Gulf of Bothnia. The northern extension
includes the gulfs of Eiga and Finland, in-
denting the coast of Russia, and the Gulf
of Bothnia, between Russia and Sweden. The
Baltic receives the drainage of a large part
of Northern Europe, and more than 250
rivers flow into it. Owing to this drainage,
the water of the Baltic contains only one-
third as great a per cent o£ salt as the At-
lantic. The Kaiser Wilhelm Canal, near
Kiel, affords access to the North Sea (see
kaiser WiLHEiai canal),
BALTIMORE, george calvert, Lord
(1580-1632), a British statesman whose
name is associated with the founding of
Maryland. He was for some time secretary
of state to James I, but this post he resigned
in 1624 in eon.sequen<?e of having become a
Roman Catholic. Notwithstanding this, he
retained the confidence of the king, who in
1625 raised him to the Irish peerage. He
had previously obtained a grant of land in
Newfoundland, but as this colony was much
exposed to the attacks of the French, he left
 it and obtained another patent for Mary,
land. It was his desire to organize a colony
where Roman Catholics could worship with-
out molestation. Lord Baltimore died be-
fore the charter was completed, and it was
granted to his son Cecil, who founded the
colony. See maryland.
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ALTIMOKE, bawl'ti mohr,
md., one of the oldest
cities in the United States
and the eighth in size
in 1030. Tt" is the me-
tropolis of the state,
situated on the north side
of Patapsco River, four-
teen miles from Chesa-
peake Bay, of which the
river is a broad estuary,
and is ninety-four miles
south of Philadelphia and
forty-two miles northeast
of Washington. Popula-
tion, 1910, 558,485; in
1920, 733,826; by 1930
census, 804,874.
The city rises from the water front in a
gradual slope toward the north. The whole-
sale and manufacturing districts are on and
about the branches of the river, the north-
west branch extending almost into the center
of the city and giving ample opportunity for
docks. The greatest extension of the city is
from east to west, and the principal streets
running in this direction are Baltimore and
Lexington, while Charles is the principal
street running north and south. The city is
divided into nearly equal east and west por-
tions by a small stream called Jones Falls.
This stream was covered in 1914, the water
now being led through three large concrete
tubes; where the stream once was there
is now a 75-foot wide boulevard. The resi-
dential and newer part of the city is in the
north and northwest sections^ while the east-
ern portion contains most of the old town.
Baltimore Street and Charles Street divide
the city into four parts, and the numbering
extends from these streets in each direction.
Parks and Boulevards, The city has a
number of beautiful and interesting parks.
Chief among these is Druid Hill Park, con-
taining Druid Lake and noted for its beau-
tiful walks and drives and a number of
monuments and statues. This park is situ-
ated in the northwestern portion of the city,
In the northeast portion is Clifton

